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Rick
Elliott

I am a husband and father, just 
chasing a dream for my family 
through my art. I was born in 
Baltimore, MD. At a young age, I was 
interested in drawing & sketching 
in school. I started drawing around 
the age of 5, by the age of 11, I 
wanted to learn more about art 
as it fascinated and intrigued me. 
I made myself a portfolio to get 
into the Baltimore School for the 
Arts. My brother and I, were some 
of the 100 or so kids accepted into 
the program, but being young and 
growing up somewhat poor, it was 
hard to get to the classes. We ended 
up quitting shortly thereafter. That 
didn’t deter me from pursuing art. I 
knew that I wanted to do something 
with art. It wasn’t until I joined the 

Marine Corps, that things started to 
“make sense” to me. It dawned on 
me that I could do something with 
my art. After contemplation and a 
little self doubt, I took a little sketch 
of a tattoo concept I had drawn 
for myself, into a tattoo shop. The 
artist had used my design to create 
my tattoo. It was at that moment, I 
realized I could possibly pursue a 
career in the tattoo industry. A way 
to do what I love to make a living 
for my family and I seemed like 
a dream worth investing in. Not 
really knowing where to start, I got 
a few more tattoos to see if it was 
something I could seriously get into, 
enough to pursue diligently. Years 
& many internet searches later, 
led me to putting together a more 

professional portfolio to present. 
Luckily, one of my buddies had got 
a tattoo from a local Tattoo studio, 
Evolved Body Arts, and mentioned 
they had a versatile group of artists 
there. I fi gured it may be the place 
to start, and present my portfolio. 
I took my portfolio there and 
this talented tattoo artist, Chad 
Miskimon, gave me a shot and I ran 
with it. Many years later, here I am, 
I am thankful for the opportunity I 
was given, and I try to progress my 
art and give every client that instills 
their trust in me, the best tattoo 
possible. If you have read up to this 
point, I am humbled and thankful 
that you somehow stumbled upon 
me.
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VANCOUVER MEDIA MOGUL 
CHRISTINE BLANCHETTE ON TELUS 
TV 

Host/producer of Run With It on 
NOVUS TV, & TELUS Healthy Living 
Network® & Host of The Closing Act.

Christine Blanchette is a kind, 
energetic and enthusiastic host 
turning her passion for running and 
everything fi tness into a career. 

Christine most recently took part 
in the Vancouver Sun Run 10k. She 
ran it virtually this year because of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic. She enjoys 
running about an hour almost every 
day! 

She was born in Guelph, Ontario and 
raised in the Eastern Townships in 
Quebec. Christine has a passion for 
running which led to her creating 
her own television show called Run 
With It. A monthly entertaining and 
educational show about running, 
fi tness and health. She has also 
launched a second show called 
The Closing Act. A monthly show 

about musicians, producers, and 
CEOS in the industry. She has been 
working on a collaborative talk show 
and Podcast with Jill Maria Mateas 
Robinson to come out in the fall! 

Christine’s show Run With It is 
broadcast monthly on Novus TV 
(TELUS) and her YouTube channel.

Interviewing health and fi tness 
professionals, athletes and 
celebrities on everything from 
proper nutrition to training for 
marathons, Christine brings the best 
experts in the industry to keep you 
informed and inspired.

Christine has interviewed celebrities 
including Andre De Grasse, Canadian 
star Bif Naked, Director David 
Strasser, Frank Beddor, actor/host 
David Oulton, actor Aiden Turner, 
actor/visual artist Jordan Gooden, 
Top Vocal Coach Frederik Robert and 
many more.

Christine’s other program is The 
Closing Act, a monthly music show 
profi ling musicians and infl uencers 

in the industry. She has interviewed 
International recording artist Bif 
Naked, Rock star Lee Aaron, Russell 
Earl Marsland many and others. The 
show airs on Novus TV (TELUS) and 
YouTube.

The Closing Act is a half hour music 
show profi ling some of the best 
singers/songwriters in music and 
production. As well, showcasing 
some of the music industry 
professionals from talent managers 
to promoters. The Closing Act airs 
on broadcast Novus (Telus) TV and 
reaches a wide global audience on 
the YouTube channel.

Christine’s passion show Run With 
It is a monthly show on running, 
fi tness and nutrition with interviews 
from health and fi tness experts, and 
celebrities who workout or follow 
a healthy lifestyle. Run With It also 
covers events in Vancouver. 

Website: http://www.runwithit.ca

Photos Credits: Photos of Chrisitine 
by Ryan Jensen and I’m Here With
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Dawna
Heising

Dawna Lee Heising has acted in over 80 feature 
fi lms, including Param Gill’s “Bad President”, 
which premiered at the 2020 Cannes Film 
Festival and stars Eddie Griffi  n. She is trained 
in Tang Soo Do martial arts, weapons (Jo-staff , 
kali sticks, guns), kickboxing, ballet and pole 
dancing. She is a former Miss Los Angeles 
Chinatown, Ms. World, Ms. Universe, Miss 
San Francisco Universe, Miss Orange County 
Universe, Miss California Hemisphere and 
Mrs. California United States, among many 
other titles. She has a B.S. Degree in Business 
Management and MBA from Pepperdine 
University. Her uncle is legendary director Tak 
Fujimoto and her cousins George Daugherty 
and David Wong won a Primetime Emmy 
Award for “Peter and the Wolf on Broadway”.
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My name is Jaymie, and I am a midwest artist 
from Nebraska. I graduated from the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha with a Bachelor’s of Science in 
both Art and English Education. Even though I am no 
longer dedicated to Education pedagogy, I continue 
to carry on with my artist endeavors through the 
form of photography modeling. Because, yes 
photography is art! 

Although historically photography as an art form 
has had to fi ght for foundation, contemporarily 
speaking photography established credibility and 
merit after catapulting the Modern Art Movement 
where it was founded. I deeply appreciate the 
opportunity to be featured in Upcoming Artists, 
and am gracious for this magazine’s dedication to 
the fi eld of photography. Through photography 
modeling shoots I am able to creatively express 
myself, continually develop new skills for intended 
execution, and collaborate with other artists 
on bringing our ideas to life! As the American 
photographer Ansel Adams once said, “You don’t 
take a photograph, you make it.”

Photo & Editing Credits: @StayWildPhotg
Photography Set Designer & Makeup/Wardrobe: 
Jaymie Schroeder
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Photos by Gaelle Robert
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Jeremy Zwetzig is a self taught tattoo artist, custom 
airbrush artist, and hand painter. He has an eye for realism 
and is beyond talented in multiple mediums. Jeremy is 
located in Mitchell, South Dakota. He currently tattoos at 
Marked. Tattoo Studio, you can also see his breathtaking 
paintings there. He takes on custom portrait art, motorcycle 
and auto custom airbrushing jobs, and of course realism 
in all mediums. He absolutely loves to create something 
dark and gory, yet he can paint or tattoo a portrait of your 
grandmother just as easily. His skills are not common. 
Check out his work.

Jeremy
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Sarah Barreiros

Sarah was born and raised in Saint Nazaire, in a house 
located right in front of the beautiful Atlantic Sea. 
When she was 2 years old, she fell ill with sickness 
that required extensive surgery for asthma. During the 
recovery period, she couldn’t breathe by herself and 
was on breathing machine. Her family doctor suggest 
that she needed a fresh environment to get better. By 
chance the same year, an ice rink open in the city and 
her mom register her for few classes a week thinking 
that will help the disease.Sarah started skating at the 
age of 4 and competition at the age of 6. 

The asthma decrease year by year for miraculusly totally 
disappear while fi gure skating became a true passion 
and a life saver for her. She also practiced gymnastic, 
rythmic gymnastic and ballet dancing but skating was 
always the sport number one for her. In her early teens 
Sarah competed in national level, and was give the 
opportunity to switch to pair skating and trained in the 
city of Caen with the high level coach Jean-François 

Ballester. With her former partner, Pavel Savinov, and 
their coach Stoyan Kazakov she trained in Sofi a, in 
Bulgaria and she was part of the national bulgarian 
team. On the side, Sarah is also interrested about art 
and fashion and always paid particular attention to her 
education. She succeed to obtain two bachelor degree 
in university, one in Sport Management and an other one 
in Economy as well as a Master degree of Journalism at 
the superior school of journalism in Paris. In 2014, she 
decided to take a turn over in her carrer and started 
skating ice shows all around the world with Disney On 
Ice and was part of three diff erent production. As well 
as skating in pair, Sarah a hoop aerialist on ice where 
she can mix her circus skills with fi gure skating. Her goal 
is to skate as long as possible and to expend her skills 
and her creativity to the higher level. As she is drive by 
dedication and love for this beautiful sport

Photos by Gaelle Robert



34 |   UPCOMING ARTISTS.com UPCOMING ARTISTS.com     | 31

“I’m a dreamer, and I want all of you 
to achieve your dreams too,” Jill 
Maria.

Jill Maria Mateas Robinson is in 
front of the camera as a fi rst time 
fi lmmaker this May. Jill Maria is most 
known for her Publishing work with 
@imherewithmag and being an 
Alberta background actor to actor, 
starring in The Grey Man. 

The horror short was created by 
Nika Productions, Directed by 
Berkley Brady with award winning 
cinematographer Ian Lister. Jordan 
Gooden plays the grey man opposite 
of Jill Maria. The Grey Man is a part 
of the upcoming horror anthology 
Creepy Pasta. 

Jill Maria Mateas Robinson a 
Romanian born Canadian embarks 
on a new challenge in life. She was 
faced with an amazing opportunity 
that came out of the blue for her. 
She got the opportunity to be 
mentored by a handful of Alberta’s 
best fi lmmakers who mentored for 
Storyhive’s Community Program 
this January-April!

Jill Maria’s fi rst project The Dreamers 

series, was inspired by the stars 
that she continues to support in 
imherewithmag.com. Jill Maria has 
in depth conversations with her 
guests who have achieved great 
things and she asks them how they 
achieved their dreams in Canada. 

“What have I learned from doing 
this project? That I’m a lot stronger 
then I am, and if I want to achieve 
something I will.”

The Dreamers is a 15-30 minute 
documentary series that uncovers 
the struggles of Canadian Artists 
who have overcame adversity to be 
able to share stories with the world, 
about how to be human and how to 
live a better life. 

“The new series is from the heart 
and in collaboration with the @
imherewithmag network! We share 
their stories like never before, 
behind the scenes of their lives or 
career, while they share what their 
dreams were and where they are 
now, Jill Maria. 

“I have changed from doing my 
fi rst collaborated documentary 
with Storyhive and CSIF. I grew up 

slightly more. I got a puppy named 
Relu Malin Cooper. I cried a lot, and 
I learned some new amazing skills 
for documentary fi lmmaking. I had 
to look within, I started opening up 
to my hire self, I inspired others, 
and I started my next issue of 
imherewithmag.com. 

“I’m excited to share my energy and 
my art with you all. I was so thankful 
to be chosen to virtually work with 
and be mentored by Sandy, Corey 
and the team! Please be kind when 
it’s out! We all go through a lot 
and should’t judge each other, just 
appreciate another’s ride in life and 
be kind,” Jill Maria. 

The Dreamers Documentary Podcast 
is now on @applepodcasts. Also 
catch Jill Maria’s new collaborative 
show with Vancouver media mogul 
Christine Blanchette. The Podcast 
is now on Anchor, Spotify, Apple 
Podcasts and airs on CJMQ88.9 
Radio Station. Stay tuned this fall 
for the talk show Christine and Jill 
Maria. 

Photos Credits: Photography of Jill 
Maria by Jolene P. Photography
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